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Fred MacLeod – Christian Heritage Party Candidate for Cardigan 

1 - Intro: Tell us a bit about yourself and why you want to represent Malpeque in Ottawa as Member 
of Parliament? (max. 100 words) 

In the 2019 Election I ran for the Christian Heritage Party in the Charlottetown riding which provides me 
with experience for my Cardigan campaign this election. The issues continue to impact me. I am 
prepared to serve as an Ombudsperson, a member of parliament, working for the Cardigan constituents. 
I understand the effect of government procedures, how they directly effect people's lives and livelihood. 
I want our Island Communities to thrive; our families to live without fear, free. I will work with 
individuals, groups and businesses to represent and support life, family and freedoms. 

 

2 - Workforce: We hear from our members frequently about the pressure of labour and skills 
shortages across a wide range of sectors. It is especially concerning because we see higher rates of 
unemployment than we did before the pandemic, yet there are still hundreds of jobs being left 
unfilled. What is your plan to deal with these shortages, and how might you and your party achieve 
this? 

I will work on the skill levels and incentives for the local labour force to benefit from employment. 
During the last 18 months we have seen that although it may be necessary to bridge the gaps with social 
programs it will not be the answer to a thriving future. Furthermore the employees must be able to see 
a benefit from working those skilled positions. Whether seasonal or year round, full time or part time 
the employee will need to see a just reward. 

It is essential for our employers to have the skilled workforce they need to offer the best products to 
their consumers. Travel interference due to restrictions can play havoc with the Foreign Workers 
Programs. Although the Foreign Workers Programs help employers I would like to make sure the local 
workforce is willing and able to fill those positions. One example may be: I would like to see changes to 
the existing EI program that would allow the unemployed to work with less restrictions, this would also 
directly ease the employer's payroll expenses. In the CHP Platform using “Fair Tax” program. Businesses 
would not have to pay taxes on the items necessary in making a product. This would help lower the cost 
of production preparing a product for final sale. 

 

3 - Small Business Support: Small businesses have been through a stressful and tiring past eighteen 
months. While there have certainly been business support programs to help, businesses will feel the 
impacts long after the pandemic is gone. What will you and your party do to support our small 
businesses and economic recovery after COVID-19? 

I feel that the small businesses are the backbone of the economic system. Locally they are very 
necessary and need assistance to stay in existence. Small businesses need more then a life-raft program, 
they need a future outlook that will benefit them now but cause hope for a future that they will be able 
to invest and be rewarded at the local level and not see their efforts be lost. More control for small 
businesses on their own futures. 
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4 - Affordability: A major issue throughout this election has been overall affordability for Canadians. 
Due to the rising inflation, the rise in housing and rent costs, and the rise in the cost of everyday life, 
people are finding it harder and harder to get ahead. We see it in our businesses and our communities 
every day. When Islanders have to devote more of their hard-earned income to necessities like food 
and housing, it means less disposable income for them to spend within our business community. 
What will you and your party do to make life more affordable for everyday Canadians? 

The Christian Heritage Party platform directs us towards a “Fair Tax” a National Sales tax providing 
everyone with more take-home pay. Another platform issue is to initiate a PISA (Personal Income 
Security Account) for every Canadian at the time they enter the workforce. Rather than pooling the 
employment deductions of workers, the PISA would be a self-managed fund made up of workplace 
deductions from both the employee and employer, vested annual threshold –to compensate workers 
for time lost through periods of unemployment or disability but its primary purpose would be to provide 
an adequate income for workers in retirement. In countries where this has been implemented, workers 
have retired with substantial savings. 

Furthermore, I would work towards issues that would make living costs really affordable for the people 
to consume and use. If a business sectors get major funding from the Federal government this must 
show in making a benefit for the consumer. 

 

5 - Pandemic Debt: COVID-19 has required our federal government to make immediate and necessary 
investments during the pandemic to ensure Canadians, families, and businesses were taken care of. 
While much of this was necessary during the initial months of the pandemic, many of our members 
have expressed concern for the extensions of some programs and, more importantly, how the 
government plans to pay back the massive debt accumulated during the pandemic and beyond. In 
fact, this was a key component of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce’s election platform, What It 
Takes to Grow. What will you and your party do to deal with the pandemic debt? 

We as Canadians are able to unite and do what is necessary to build a country like Canada. We are able 
to build a coast to coast railroad and so much more, but first we must stop the bleeding of our future 
finances. This is a problem that Canada will have to deal with. It will cause us to move in directions that 
we never thought of, until now. But, we must remember that this nation was built on a strong 
foundation. The answer to the Pandemic Debt, all debt owed by Canada is proper financial 
management. The CHP would pay off our national debt like a household mortgage and eliminate the 
drain on our operating budget. We would also gradually finance these debts through the Bank of Canada 
to reduce the senseless drain of interest dollars paid to foreign lenders. We would also institute 
mandatory balanced budget, except in times of war or national emergency, to prevent future 
governments from returning to these past spendthrift habits. 
 


