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September 14, 2022 

Delivered via Email 

 

Hon. Dennis King 

Premier of PEI 

Shaw Building 

95-105 Rochford St 

Charlottetown PE 

C1A 7N8 

 

Honourable Premier: 

On behalf of the Greater Charlottetown Area Chamber of Commerce and our over 1,100 members 

representing over 20,000 employees, I write to follow up on the recently announced statutory holiday, the 

Day of Mourning for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.   

On September 8, 2022 the Chamber was saddened to hear of the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 

II and extended its deepest condolences to Her Majesty’s family.  As the longest-serving British Monarch 

in history her death is not insignificant, and we understand why many Islanders will want time to mourn 

Her Majesty’s passing.  The Chamber supports Islanders doing so on their own terms.   

 

Business Impact 

The Chamber does however have concerns with the Government’s decision to utilize the provisions of the 

Employment Standards Act and declare September 19, 2022, a one-time statutory holiday.    

Providing three statutory holidays in the month of September will impact the Island business community. 

Our local businesses are still on a pathway to recovery as they deal with inflation, labour shortages and 

supply chain issues.  Making Monday, September 19, 2022, a statutory holiday, rather than following the 

lead taken by most of the other Provinces, who chose to declare it a day off only for Provincial Government 

employees, will result in businesses across the Island experiencing a loss in revenue, productivity and 

wages.   

We respect that Monday is a one-time holiday. That does not discount the impact it will have within this 

economic climate.  

 

https://charlottetownchamber.com/statement-from-the-greater-charlottetown-area-chamber-of-commerce-on-the-death-of-her-majesty-queen-elizabeth-ii/
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Jurisdictional Scan 

Prince Edward Island stands alone in making this decision.  Our neighboring Atlantic provinces of Nova 

Scotia, New Brunswick, and Newfoundland have all declared Monday as a holiday, but they are not 

statutory in nature. Businesses can choose whether to open or close.  In staying open they do not need to 

pay additional wages or provide a day in-lieu.  British Columbia and Manitoba are following their lead by 

announcing the same.    

Quebec, Ontario, and Saskatchewan will have no holiday at all.  They are commemorating Her Majesty 

but allowing all Government services and businesses to remain open.  Alberta is still considering their 

options.   

PEI was the first and remains the only province to declare this a statutory holiday. 

 

Consultation 

The business community was caught off guard by yesterday’s announcement, the result being that once 

again they have to pivot on short notice.  These pivots require planning, strategy and consideration.  We 

query whether there was any consideration or any consultations relating to how declaring it a statutory 

holiday would impact small businesses.  This is becoming a pattern that we have expressed concern about 

before.  As the largest Chamber of Commerce in the province, to not be consulted is disappointing.  The 

Chamber could have provided advice or feedback on how you were proceeding and could have helped 

communicate the message to our vast network.   

Working together benefits us both.  We ask you take that into account moving forward.     

 

Final Thoughts 

To be clear, the Chamber is very supportive of Islanders mourning Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and 

doing so on their own terms.  Her Majesty has left a legacy on the Commonwealth, including this province. 

We are disappointed however that this day has been declared a statutory holiday and would once again 

request that Government consult the Chamber when making decisions of this nature, which directly impact 

our members.  We have a long history of working collaboratively with Government, and our desire is that 

this continue.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Godfrey 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

CC:  All Members of the Legislative Assembly.  

Erin McGrath-Gaudet, Deputy Minister of Economic Growth, Tourism and Culture;  

GCACC Board of Directors,  

GCACC Membership 


